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Between the Lines—the Integrity or In¬ 
formation: Riot Commission Wants Ra¬ 
cial News Cleared 

(By Edith Kemiit Roosevelt) 

Washington. —The Constitution guaran¬ 
tees freedom of the press. But tactics which 
could in effect destroy this fundamental pro¬ 
vision have been recommended as a result of 
the riots and racial disorders in U.S. cities. 

For example, the report of the National 
Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders flatly 
stated that "the failings of the (communi¬ 
cations) media must be corrected." At the 
commission's request, the Justice Depart¬ 
ment’s Community Relations Service con¬ 
ducted a survey of experiences with press 
"guidelines" for riot coverage in 11 U.S. cities. 

In a sweeping indictment of the press, the 
report of the National Advisory Commission 
on Civil Disorders declared: 

"Slights and Indignities are part of the 
Negro’s life, and many come from what he 
now calls ‘the white press’—a press that re¬ 
peatedly, if unconsciously, reflects the biases, 
the paternalism, and the indifference of white 
America.” 

urges institute 

The report urged the establishment of a 
"privately funded" Institute of Urban Com¬ 
munications to implement the commission’s 
recommendations for "correcting" alleged de- 
flciences in reporting on race relations and 
urban problems. The non-profit organization 
would recruit, train and place Journalists on 
news staffs, as well as hold communications 
media "publicly accountable" for praise or 
blame in their reporting of racial news. 

The Institute of Urban Communications, 


It seems to me, would be Just one more In the 
long list of non-profit or tax-exempt “think 
factories’* staffed by well-known figures who 
gravitate between government posts and pri¬ 
vate organizations, usually with government 
connections. The commission report made 
these revealing remarks: 

“Pressure from the Federal Government for 
action along the lines proposed would be sus¬ 
pect * probably by the press and local officials. 
But the Institute would undertake the task 
of ‘stimulating’ community action in line 
with the commission's recommendations 
without arousing local hostility or suspicion.** 

PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE? 

This is precisely a psychological warfare 
technique. The technical term for it is “gray/* 
a designation for an organization in the pri¬ 
vate sector that conducts all or most of its 
business with government. 

The commission’s recommendations in¬ 
clude the creation of a “Central Information 
Center” to serve during disturbances as “a 
nerve center for reliable police and official 
government information.” The word “reli¬ 
able” here Is a code word meaning “conform¬ 
ity” to Washington policy. Obviously, the 
effect of this center would be to cut the press 
off from the local police and create a depend¬ 
ence on a central source for information 
news managed by Washington during dis¬ 
orders. 



ASKS NEWS MONITORING 

The commission significantly urged that 
editors monitor their news production, “tak¬ 
ing note of how certain stories and language 
will affect black readers or viewers/* Tradi¬ 
tionally, news has been the source of impar¬ 
tial information furnished to all Americans, 

irrespective of race, creed or color, letting the 
chips fall where they may. Under this new 
“sociological" approach, news would be used 
to shape attitudes. 

No greater break with the principles under 
which our news media have been operating 
can be imagined. What this must mean is 
news presented in accordance with a prede¬ 
termined slant. This has nothing to do with 
the merits of the issue but does vitally in¬ 
volve the integrity of information. 

Ail this, of course, is what traditionally 
has been regarded as editorial opinion, that 
has to be attributed to a knowledgeable 
source, and opportunity given for contrary 
views. Subtly, wittingly or unwittingly, we 
are outflanking the First Amendment that 
guarantees freedom of the press. 



